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1. Encouragements to Prayer 
(i) God hears our prayers 

Hebrews 4:14-16, Hebrews 10:10, Romans 5:1-2, 1 John 5:14-15, John 

16:26-27 

Adopted as children we can come to God as our loving and reliable 

Father, Matt. 6:7-9, Matt. 7:7-11 

The prayers of the saints Rev 5:8, 8:3-4 

The God who hears our prayers 

Almighty - Genesis 18:14, Jeremiah 32:27, Isaiah 40, Daniel 4:34-

35, 5:23, Luke 1:37, Mark 10:27, Romans 4:17, Matthew 21:21-22 

All knowing - Matthew 6:8, Psalm 139 

Who speaks 

 

(ii) God commands us to pray 

 Eph. 6:18-20, 1 Thess. 5:17, 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

(iii) God gives us very good promises in prayer 

Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 11:13 

Especially for pastors and those engaged in gospel ministry 

 John 14:12-14, 15:7-8, 15-16, 16:23-28 

 1 John 5:14-15 [Luke 22:32] 

 James 5:16-18 

 Phil. 4:6 

 Acts 6:4 

 

2. What might hinder our prayers 
The World 

The Flesh 

The Devil 

 

3. We must pray 
 1 Cor. 3:6, Gal. 5:22 

 Jeremiah 7:16, 11:14, 14:11; Jer. 29:7, 1 Tim. 2:1-4 



Discussion Questions 
 

 

What is the core sense of prayer being spoken of? 

 

 

Why do we pray? 

 

 

How can we be confident that God will hear our prayers? 

 

 

Who is the God who hears our prayers? 

 

 

Why is it encouraging to know God commands us to pray? 

 

 

What promises are given in relation to prayer? Are you acting on them? 

 

 

What might hinder our prayers? What is hindering your own praying? 

 

 

We need to pray. How can you nurture prayer in your own life? 
[To answer that first describe your current practice of prayer. When? Where? How long? For 

what? What would you change?] 

 

 

How can you encourage prayer in your congregation? 
[Again describe the current situation. When and where do you pray together? For what? 

What would you change?] 


